
Loupy Lou and Linny Bin 

Toolkit

Engaging young children with climate
change and the circular economy



 

Contents

1.Introduction
2.Communicating Complex Topics to Young Children: Strategies and Key Considerations
3. Introducing the Circular Economy and Climate Change to Young Learners
4.The Role of Visual Arts in Early Childhood Development
5.Storytelling and Its Impact on Young Children
6.Using Puppets as Educational Tools with Young Children
7.Exploring the Characters Loopy Lou and Linny Bin
8.Conclusion

Developed by Maeve Leahy—actor, performer, theatre-maker, and zero-waste advocate—the
characters Linny Bin and Loopy Lou were designed to introduce young children to the themes of
climate change and the circular economy. Loopy Lou’s costume highlights the value of visible mending
and repair, while Linny Bin, a hand puppet, was crafted from repurposed materials including old
socks, buttons, and bottle caps. These characters have been featured at a range of events,
encouraging curiosity and engagement among children on environmental topics. This toolkit explores
the vital role that visual art, storytelling and puppetry can play in making complex issues more
accessible and meaningful for young audiences.

Introduction



 

 

Preschool age children learn best through active engagement, play and hands-on experiences. In
order to communicate effectively with this age, the subject needs to be tailored to fit into how this
age will learn and understand. Climate change and the circular economy are complex subjects,
with complicated language and themes. In order for young children to grasp these difficult
concepts, effective means of communication must be utilised, including: Play; Hands on Activities;
Storytelling; Active and Reflective listening; Visual aids; simple and easy to understand analogies; 

Both verbal and non-verbal communication is important. Using an upbeat pitch and tone of
voice, and keeping language simple and easy to understand is key. Along with this, using facial
expressions, eye contact and body language to keep children engaged with the subject matter.
Active listening techniques, allowing questions and providing complex information in small,
manageable chunks over a period of time will work best. Use storytelling and visual aids such as
pictures to engage their interest. Below is outlined some ways to effectively communicate complex
topics with young children.
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