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Well-being goals for 
Wales 

A prosperous Wales. An innovative, 

productive and low carbon society which 

recognises the limits of the global 

environment and therefore uses resources 

efficiently and proportionately (including 

acting on climate change); and which 

develops a skilled and well-educated 

population in an economy which generates 

wealth and provides employment opportunities, 

allowing people to take advantage of the wealth 

generated through securing decent work. 
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Decarbonisation – the role of resource efficiency

‘The circular economy gives us the tools to tackle climate change and 

biodiversity loss together, while addressing important social needs.

It gives us the power to grow prosperity, jobs, and resilience while cutting 

greenhouse gas emissions, waste, and pollution’.

(Ellen Macarthur Foundation)



89%

Joining up action…



Our circular economy pathway in Wales to 2050

The strategic objectives have been set:

• A net zero carbon Wales

• Use only our fair share of the earth’s 
resources by 2050 (‘one planet’ resource 
use)

• Zero waste (100% reuse & recycling) by 
2050

• A transition to a more circular economy 
where we keep resources in use and avoid 
waste as part of our journey towards one 
planet resource use and zero carbon



Our ultimate goal for 2050 – using only our fair 
share of the Earth’s resources - One Planet Why?:

• Moral imperative – it’s what is fair

• Well-being of Future Generations Act –
‘A Globally Responsible Wales’

• Almost half of our overall global 
carbon emissions relate to the 
products we have purchased –
embedded ‘Scope 3’ carbon 
emissions

• 90% of biodiversity loss and water 
stress come from resource 
extraction and processing 

• Global competition for natural resources

• Self sufficiency and resource efficiency 
increase resilience

• We only have one planet – it sustains 
us with the oxygen, water, food and 
some of the pharmaceutical products 
we need to survive



Key themes and headline actions

1. Create the conditions for business to 

seize the opportunities

2. Enable communities to take 

collective action

3. Phase out unnecessary single use 

items, especially plastic

4. Make more efficient use of our food

5. Prioritise the purchasing of low 

embedded carbon products

6. Become the world leader in recycling

7. Invest in clean technology for 

materials collection

8. Take full responsibility for our waste



Theme 2 - Upscaling prevention and reuse



Theme 2 - Upscaling prevention and reuse

https://repaircafewales.org/venues/#venues-map

https://www.benthyg-cymru.org/
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Theme 5. Enabling community action 

Welsh Government 
Circular Economy 
Fund

• £43 million of 
capital grant 
support in 2020-21

• 180 projects 
supported
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Theme 5. Enabling community action:  
The Green Shed – Frame, Pembrokeshire 

https://www.pembrokeshire-frame.org.uk/green-shed/ 
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Programme for 
Government

• “Introduce an extended producer 

responsibility scheme to incentivise waste 

reduction by businesses.”
• “Support 80 re-use and repair hubs in town 

centres.” 
• “Bring together a place-based zero waste 

challenge network of organisations to 

support cultural change in businesses and 

communities.”
• “Develop community recycling facilities in 

town centres and promote repair and re-

use facilities to encourage zero-waste 

shopping.”



How resource efficiency and a circular economy 
contributes to the well-being goals



Thank you for listening

Any queries / comments to:

BeyondRecycling@gov.wales

mailto:BeyondRecycling@gov.wales

